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Briercliffe with Extwistle Parish Council
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs] Thursday 2nd October 2025 at 7.30pmpm at Briercliffe Community Centre. 

Present: Councillors, Michael McFarlane (Chair), Pippa Lishman, Michael Greenwood, Gordon Lishman, Roger Frost
In Attendance: Four members of the public.  C. Cllr Mark Poulton, PCSO Jodie Hudson. R Greenwood (Clerk)  
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
	The Chair opened and welcomed all to the meeting. 

	
	Actions by Clerk
	Cllr Support

	25/26/00428 Apologies for absence

	Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Halstead 

	
	

	25/26/0429 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

	No Councillor declared a Pecuniary Interest  
Cllr Frost declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning. 

	
	

	25/26/0430 Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings. 

	The minutes of the meeting held 11th September 2025 were accepted and signed as a true record. 

	
	

	25/26/0431 Matters outstanding from the previous Minutes

	HMO’s - As no decision was taken at the last meeting regarding HMO’s the item was discussed more fully between members of the public, Bly Bor Cllr G Lishman and Cty. Cllr Mark Poulton and the parish council. 
Cllr Lishman gave a background of Burnley Borough Councils stance on the matter and this is also included in the Borough Council’s Report tabled below. 
Cty. Cllr Poulton asked the question “would the parish council support Article 4” 
Information from Cty.Cllr Pouton is tabled below. 
The parish council responded stating that if there was evidence of a need then parish council would take these concerns to the Borough Council and ask them to look into it. 
It was resolved that this item would be included as a rolling agenda item under planning to be reviewed. 
A link to the reports sited by both Cllrs Lishman and Poulton can be found at https://burnley.gov.uk/planning/planning-permission/do-i-need-planning-permission/article4/article-4-direction-houses-in-multiple-occupation/
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	25/26/0432 Planning Working Group. 

	FUL/2025/0480 Waste Transfer Site. Only this application has been received into the parish council for the waste transfer site. A number of residents have contacted the parish council with specific concerns and worries. These have been addressed by either Cllr Frost (as planning lead) or by the Borough Councillors. The second part of the application has not as yet been submitted to Burnley Borough Planning Department. 

FUL/2025/0519 Copuccabana the objections to this application are ongoing 
	
	

	25/26/0433 Communication Working Group
	
	

	The deadline for article submission for the Christmas Newsletter is 10th November, anyone wishing to add anything can do so by contacting Cllr Pippa Lishman or the Clerk. 

The web provider has given a quote for the pages needed to share the archivists work. There are two options one to add pages to the existing website at £80+vat per page or the other to have a dedicated website for the archives at £125+ vat and a monthly maintenance fee of £23.30

	
	All

	25/26/0434  Allotment and Garage Working Group

	The report is tabled below 

	
	

	25/26/0435  Projects Working Group

	Halloween window decorations competition – need judge volunteers and a prize /certificates Judging (walk around village) to view all entries and all others, post certificates for all entries, and tub of sweets for best.  Judging on Halloween 31st Oct 6ish Poster to advertise in shops, noticeboards – email clerk to enter 

Remembrance 9th Nov - advert to go on Social media and noticeboards mid Oct

Orchard planting to be 8th Nov -  need volunteers for on the day, to include stakeholders / partners – adverts for volunteers and community involvement  to go on social media and noticeboards, shops 

Xmas parcels- budget agreed – to go on social media noticeboards, Surgery, shops and newsletter to remind all to update list

	
	
PL / All
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	25/26/0436 Policy  Working Group

	There was no update from the Policy Working Group

	
	

	25/26/0437  Staffing Working Group 

	There was no update from the Staffing Working Group

	
	

	Formally adjourn the meeting to allow for Public Participation 


	25/26/0438 Police Report 

	The Police Report is tabled below. 

	
	

	25/26/0439 Borough Councillors  Report

	The Borough Councillors Report is tabled below. 

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk214992088]25/26/0440 County Councillors Report 

	The County Councillors Report is tabled below. 

	
	

	25/26/0441 Public Questions. 

	Two members of the public attended to talk about standards of civil respect and care for the Community. The amount of litter, dog mess, and weeds were the biggest issues.  

Dog Mess - Burnley Borough Cllr G Lishman answered that there was an additional dog warden (for the whole of Burnley) and prosecutions had gone up as a result. The provision of additional dog bins was an issue with funding but the installation of larger bins could be considered. 

Litter - Cllr P Lishman asked for grot spots for the Litter Picking Group to target, the area behind the Spa was mentioned and the clerk to write to the business owners. 

Recycling Wagons - the amount of litter left after the Recycling Wagons have been is increasing. A request has been made that if this is seen, this is photographed and reported. 

Bins left out on the street. There is an issue of people not taking their bins back into their gardens and yards after rubbish collection. This can be reported to Burnley Borough Council and Street Scene. 

Talbot St Sink hole - this has been left with the barrier round and no scheduled works, the clerk to chase this up. 

Trees on Talbot Street, these are overgrown, with no responsibility for their care and maintenance being taken. A request was made to Burnley Borough Councils for a safety survey of the trees. 

Allotment waiting lists - a request was made for these to be made public on the website, advise from Dennis Ashley (NW representative for National Allotment Society) was that names could cause and issue with GDPR. A suggestion was made for application numbers to be allocated and these to be published. 

Asbestos Water Pipes possibly affecting a large area of Briercliffe - the clerk has written to United Utilities who have referred the matter to the Water Quality Team who will respond within 5 working days of the 30.9.25
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	25/26/0442  Community Centre report and update.  

	The parish council need to register the new lease with the Land Registry, this will incur a spend of £230.

The date of the next BCCA meeting is Thursday 23rd October 2025 at 6pm

	RG
	PL

	25/26/0443  Briercliffe  Community Football Club 

	A request has been made that the outside of the clubhouse be painted Royal Blue. Proposed PL Seconded MG All in favour.  
It was resolved that the clubhouse can be painted Royal Blue 

	
	

	25/26/0444 Accounts for Payment. 

	The expenditure for the Current account is 

Cheque 2066 Croner £146.35
Cheque 2067 0.00
Cheque 2068 PKF Littlejohn £378.00
Cheque 2069 Burton Gardens Lengthsman £623.25
Cheque 2070 British Legion £100.00
Cheque 2077 Clerk Salary £734.00
Cheque 2072 HMRC/ PAYE £57.00
There has been no income into this account. 

The expenditure for the Allotments and Garages account is. 
Cheque 143  Water £560.63
Cheque 144 Screwfix £11.78
Cheque 145 Burton Gardens £175.42
No statement has been received since last meeting to update the income. 

There is to be a budget strategy meeting before December 2025

The transfer of the Awards for All money from the Current to the Allotment Account has not happened as the Allotment Account is not online. 

	
	

	25/26/0445 Environment and Heritage 

	No update was given. 

	
	

	25/26/0446 The state of the back streets and cleanliness in general of Harle Syke

	This was address under public questions 


	
	

	25/26/0447 Garages - new container update.  

	Allotment Lead Cllr M Greenwood has put together a three option proposal for more containers on the Turning Circle and on the Garage Plots. 
This will go out on Social Media to gauge interest then be brought to the next meeting. Cllr MG to provide details for Social Media

	
	

MG / PL

	25/26/0448 Clerks report

	Meetings
6 face to face meetings.
Projects
Contact business regarding Over 80’s Parcels.
Liaising with others re Remembrance
New binders to the archivist. Website costs from James at Easyweb
Admin
Complaint regarding asbestos pipework – chasing response from United Utilities.
Email to Kiddy Kids re the noise level – no substantive answer.
Complaint to PKF Littlejohn regarding response dates.
Waiting response from Bly BC re election costs and community assets.
OUTSTANDING
No transfer from 921 to 833 for Awards for All grant as 833 is not online.
Lengthsman contract
LCC funding for lengthsman duties – Cllr Poulton emailed
Allotments
Allotment Committee admin
Water meter /leak walk round booked.
Asbestos pass for allotments – forwarded to the lengthsman lead – no asbestos work will be undertaken by the lengthsman

	
	

	25/26/0449 Date of the next meeting. 

	· Nov 6th 2025
· Dec 4th  2025
· Jan 8th  2026
· Feb 5th 2026
· Mar 5th 2026 
· Apr 2th 2026
· May 14th  2026 (and Annual meeting; first meeting after elections)
	
	




Lancashire Police Report 
	BRIERCLIFFE AREA  10th September – 30th September 2025

	

	INCIDENTS REPORTED - 63

	

	NO
	TYPE OF INCIDENT
	LOCATION
	DETAILS

	

	1

1

	Burglary 

Burglary non dwelling
	 Queen Street

Balderstone Lane
	House broken into and vehicle taken with keys.

Portacabins broken into.

	0
	Criminal damage

	
	 

	2
	Theft  
	 Red Spar Road  

Balderstone Lane
	 Isolated incident.

Items stolen from recycling centre


	1

0
	 Vehicle crime 

Theft of vehicle
	Croasdale Avenue


	  Vehicle broken into and items taken.

	3
	Nuisance


	  Burnley Road 


Halifax Road 

Standenhall Drive 

	People leaving a house party shouting and swearing on the back street whilst leaving. 

Vehicles driving at high speeds. 

Parking issues. 

	

	Many thanks Jody Hudson PCSO 7738.



Borough Councillors’ Report 
New Local Councils
The Government has decided that local Councils in Lancashire will be abolished and replaced with new larger authorities. There are some good aspects of this move, including the move of education, highways and social care responsibilities to more local bodies than Lancashire County Council.  The downside is that there is no agreement on how big the new Councils will be. We strongly urge residents to sign the petition against the proposal that Burnley should be merged with Blackburn.  The petition can be viewed here
Waste Transfer Station and New Depot
We have reported at the last two Parish Council meetings on these proposals.
The first aspect is the proposed new depot for refuse vehicles at a site on Balderstone Lane behind Horning Crescent. Residents are understandably concerned about the implications. We met a group of residents along with Councillor Howard Baker, the Council’s Executive Member for Community and Environmental Services. Following the meeting, we discussed it with Council officers and circulated a letter to residents, taking their concerns into account and explaining the background. As a result, it may be possible to change some aspects of the proposal, particularly in relation to vehicle washing and site operating procedures. As Councillors know, we expressed concerns when the proposal was first made. We are pleased that we have worked directly with residents on this matter. A copy of the detailed letter is available on request.
There is still no final decision on the proposed Waste Transfer Station and whether it will be needed in the short term. Following a misleading leaflet to some homes about a “waste dump”, a number of residents have reasonably expressed worries.  The proposal is for an enclosed building which would enable waste from Burnley bin collections to be transferred to the LCC facility near Preston.  No waste will be stored overnight. This is a result of LCC’s impending closure of the landfill site at Huncoat and the need for waste collected by Burnley Council to be transferred to LCC which has the responsibility for disposal. There are implications for cost to Burnley Council and Council taxpayers.
Boohoo – the closure of Boohoo is a major blow for jobs in Burnley. The Council is urgently talking with Government, local businesses and others about support for workers and to find new businesses for the sites.
New Housing Development – we have been contacted by residents who have had offers from McDermott Homes to buy houses with a view to a potential new development between Talbot Drive and the Rec in some years’ time. The area is not identified for development on the Local Plan, so a planning application would probably be refused. However, that may change as a result of proposed Government changes in the law.
“Article 4” – the Parish Council will discuss Briercliffe’s position in relation to Houses of Multiple Occupation in the Borough and the current situation. We have been investigating the position. The matter has not been discussed recently by the Planning Committee since the Council’s decision on applying the provision in parts of the town.
Police links – the Councillors are regularly meeting local police to discuss issues in Briercliffe including:
· Thursden Picnic area and Nitrous Oxide Canisters - we continue to raise with the police the frequent evidence of drug dealing at the site at all times of day. There is also frequent littering of NO canisters particularly at the picnic site, on Robin House Lane, and in other areas. The Council’s Streetscene Department reacts promptly to remove them but there can be upwards of 50.
· We continue to report fly tips particularly towards Widdop. As reported before, there have been a number of successful prosecutions.
· Speeding concerns continue to be raised, particularly on Halifax Road and also in other areas. As always, we encourage residents to report instances to the police when they occur and, if at all possible, to report car registration numbers.
As requested by the Borough Councillors, trees on Halifax Road have been checked for safety and will be cut back later in the year after nesting.
We welcomed the start of the Cockden roadworks, which have been planned and promised for ages.
Following successes earlier this year including at Haggate, we continue to raise the need for renewed line markings on roads and on junctions. Residents have again raised concerns about the junctions of Burnley Road with Duke Street, Townley Street and Talbot Drive and around the crossroads at Haggate. As ever, the underlying challenge is the need for residents to park their own cars which can conflict with road safety issues.
There are also the continuing issues about parking on Burnley Road and around Delamere Road and Tiverton Drive at school times; Anne Kelly has asked again for regular parking enforcement. There have been some bookings but the parking sign has been painted over
The problem with parking on Cobden Street and around and the inability of bin lorries to get access to back streets and to New Taylor Fold has become worse in recent weeks. A few conversations with specific residents have helped but there is still the need for residents to be careful about how and where they park.
With help from Parish Councillor Pippa Lishman, we have addressed a few problems around weed control on footpaths and back streets. We have raised the problems around the path to school.
As usual, we have worked with local residents on personal and planning matters, including a damp problem with a neighbouring house and responding to a planning refusal.


County Council Report 
Highways
 Stage two Cockden imminent single track road resurfacing. Note road will be closed.
· Standen Hall roundabout marked for repair
· Ridehalgh lane illegally shut, final completion work being carried out on cattle grid, looking to re-open the road next week.
· 7-day speed survey Briercliffe inclusive, another survey planned for October, part of data gathering for speed calming measures.
· Police response for anti-social vehicle incidents around the village. Inspector Plumber's response woefully unacceptable for the issues occurring. I have raised again and wait response.
 Planning
 Application FUL/2025/0519 Land Between Hill Farm and Copucobana, Halifax Road, Briercliffe. I have supported residents with a further objection based on highways, flooding, and environmental impact concerns.
· Having spoken to borough planning and several councillors around article 4 applying to Briercliffe and surrounding areas, data collection is underway to meet the five points to prevent legal challenge. Note: borough councillors are divided including planning committee members on article 4 applying to wider areas of the borough.
 Bridleways 
· Shay Lane Happa path, stream crossing and steps improvement works, funding agreed pushing for completion before weather and daylight hours prohibit work in 2025
 A.O.B
 Residents still raising concerns on the waste transfer station.
· LCC survey re-shaping Lancashire survey closed.
· Street lighting blocked by trees Halifax Road end of graveyard down to end of cottages who do trees belong to? Land after graveyard wall.
 

Allotment and Garages Report. 
Lead Cllrs Pippa Lishman & Michael Greenwood
ALLOTMENTS
• Waiting lists –  Total of 9 waiting (4 on hold) plus 6 out of area - 2 livery, 9 gardens, 4 pens
• Terminations / Deposit info – none
• Allocations - G1 tenancy start 1.10.25 (2 viewed, but want to wait for flat)
• Vacant plots - Allotments – 0

Committee
1st full meeting to be held 16th October for Committee – request Councillor attendance.

Other info
Tenant and Family Bonfire social – 1st November from 5pm, request assistance from Councillors to Marshall event. 
All invited to attend. No fireworks, sparklers allowed

Fencing Grant
3 quotes received (some additional clarification required) – to review VfM and confirm
appointment and start date asap

Garages
· Waiting list – 2 waiting – plus 1 out of area (Council structures – not currently available)
2 expressions of interest in containers
· Vacant – 12 vacant plots on Harrison St, 1 Council wooden garage on Harrison st – requires repairs
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